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Hunger on the Hill 2025

| was privileged to be selected to attend the 2025 “Hunger on the Hill” seminar organised by the
Canadian Food Grainsbank (CFGB). CFGB is a partnership of Canadian churches and church-based
agencies working together to end global hunger. As a person of colour serving in the United Church of
Canada, this was the right thing | could have done, and the encouragement and support were more than
anything | ever wanted. | am glad that my participation led me to appreciate the role of International Aid

and how every donation is utilised to serve the millions of lives and poor families around the globe.

The experience of the seminar was beyond transforming. As a professional diaconal worker and
philanthropist, the training to become an advocate for ending global hunger through CFGB was deeply in
sync with my interests and passions. Every person has the right to eat enough nutritious food, and we
can share what we have with those who do not have enough. Hunger is caused by persistent conflict and
wars, climate change impacting rainfall patterns, rising food prices and gender inequality. All these
factors fall on women and children. Instead, the seminar emphasised effective investments in resilient
food systems, a cost-effective method to improve food security for the long term by enhancing vunerable

communities.

The seminar was an eye-opener and re-informed my intention to serve the poor. Sometimes, when we
have enough food on our tables, we may think that everybody has as much as we have. And hearing that
720 million people faced severe food insecurity in 2024 was something unbelievable yet true, and | could
not stomach it. Immediately, as a Christian, | was reminded of what Jesus would do. “When | was hungry,
you fed me”, said Jesus. This is what Jesus is calling all those concerned with the welfare of others to. To
walk humbly with the poor and provide relief where we can through partnership with CFGB. My eyes

were opened to a possible opportunity to serve God through Partnership as far-reaching as the globe.

The experience of going to Parliament Hill was informative and transformative. Speaking to
parliamentarians as an advocate for the first time on the need for International Aid was a wonderful,
informative and transformative experience. Many times, people think politicians are out of this world,
but my experience with parliamentarians proved otherwise; they are nice people who are open to new
ideas. In return, | benefited from their political experience and the desire to end global hunger. Given

one word to explain my experience at 2025 Hunger on the Hill, it remains transformative.

NB. | met three MPs, among them Dave Epp — Chatham Kent-Leamington (My own MP).



